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I am a Cree individual who participates in both Cree and Ojibwe ceremonies. I have participated in the 

following: Tee Pee, Sundance, Shake Tent, Sweat lodge, Smudging, as well as Sharing Circles. I have 

conducted Sweat Lodge, Smudging, Sharing Circles, as well as Healing Circles. I am a Sundancer, Pipe 

Carrier, and Healer for the community. I continue to help the community by sharing my knowledge, and 

helping those who are drug and alcohol addicted by doing counselling using the 7 sacred teachings as a 

model. 

Some of the Elders in which I follow are Eric Courchene, Paul Guimond, Billy Cochrane, and Stan McKay. 

I have worked for Sandy-Saulteaux Spiritual Centre doing a variety of things from Sharing Circles, to 

Living off The Land. I was the youth leader and head of the fire keepers for ceremony at the All Native 

Circle Conference’s Grand Council and the National Aboriginal Spiritual Gathering in 2017. I have worked 

with the United Church on many occasions including the All Native Circle Conference Ministers Retreat, 

Grand Council 2015 in Walpole Island, youth retreats, youth pilgrimage, as well as any other assistance 

needed by All Native Circle Conference. I taught Indigenous culture to those who were interested at The 

United Church of Canada Youth Retreat in Paris, ON and conducted early morning ceremony on the 7 

sacred teachings. At General Council 43 in Oshawa, ON, I provided guidance and assistance to the 

Indigenous youth.  

Although I have walked for over 20 years as a cultural person, I have come to enjoy working with the 

United Church and their beliefs that we can walk two paths as one individual. 

From Rev. John Thompson: 

He is traditional and is a knowledge keeper in the Oji-Cree tradition. He has worked with our community 

teaching how to make drums, through the Healing Fund, which was a huge success. He is very well 

versed in different ceremonies and he is a sun dancer, pipe carrier, and beginner sweat lodge leader. He 

works well with people of all ages, especially with youth and adults. 

 


