
Russel Burns 
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Nominated by: Samson United Church 
 
From nominator: 
Russel has been a member of our community of faith since April 1977 when he married Charlene Burns 
from our community. He has volunteered for our local church since joining and is also an avid volunteer 
of the wider United Church. Russel was a member of the Comprehensive Review Task Group and he is a 
current member of the National Indigenous Council. Russel volunteered on committees for the former 
All Tribes Presbytery and the All Native Circle Conference. 
 
Please accept this nomination and support for Russel. 
 
Russel is kind hearted and is very balanced between his Cree spirituality and the United Church. He is a 
team player. His passion is to ensure that our infrastructure (our buildings) across Indigenous ministries 
are safe and healthy. In his committees he offers new ideas and encourages everyone by his skill sets.   
 
Most recently, he has been very involved in the restructuring of the United Church and transition into 
the new regions. 
 
Thank you, 
Marlene F. Lightning 
 
Tell us about yourself. (e.g. skills, experience, and what gifts you would bring to the Organization.): 

My extensive level of involvement as a volunteer within The United Church of Canada speaks to my 
commitment for the work of Indigenous Ministries. I have volunteered at our local church for the entire 
length of my membership with The United Church of Canada, since April 9, 1977.   
 
I also volunteered in the former All Tribes Presbytery and the former All Native Circle Conference. I sat 
on The United Church of Canada General Council Executive as representative for Indigenous 
communities of faith. 
 
Likely one of my toughest contributions to date is providing an Indigenous voice on the Comprehensive 
Review Task Group. I want it to be understood that I did not speak for Indigenous people in this group, 
but rather gave my perspective based on my own experience as a First Nation member of the church, a 
residential school survivor, and a Mosom (grandfather). 
 
Please provide a statement verifying your commitment to serve: 

My Cree spirituality and the seven sacred teachings is the foundation by which I live my life. Of the 
seven sacred teachings, truth is at the core.   
 


