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Honour your father and mother when you are thankful for all they have done for you. You can show your 
appreciation by valuing their guidance. (Proverbs 7:1, 2; 23:26) With God's will, we are now venturing into 
our golden years. How we live it, is our choice. With life's experiences, good or bad, they were all 
teachings we can use. 
 
We are living in a time of change. We need to move forward with this change. We need to embrace this 
new change without leaving the teachings of our forefathers. We can strengthen this new change by 
using all the old teachings of our people. 
 
I would be so honoured to be in this circle and to offer some knowledge that may be of use keeping in 
mind that this is for our children and their children. I have had extensive experience and learning with so 
many different friends from all walks of life - especially during my involvement with the church work. I 
have learned our people have different cultural ways of living across this country we know as Turtle 
Island. We always need to keep in mind to honour all teachings. 
 
I have been involved with the United Church in many capacities (committees). I served in my local 
congregation as a member and as a chairperson. I served as a representative on the Executive 
committee of the All Native Circle Conference. I was also the chairperson of the All Native Circle 
Conference staff committee. I was the executive representative for the National United Church of 
Canada. I also served in various United Church committees in the city of Winnipeg. In all these roles, I 
learned to listen, to learn and offer my contribution. I anticipate more learning from our learned group of 
Elders if I am given that opportunity. I am more than committed to try the best of my ability if chosen 
to be part of this group with God's will. 
 
My mother's words... If you commit yourself to something, do it well or do not even try! I humbly accept 
the nomination as member in the National Indigenous Elders Council. 
 
Additional info or teachings: I firmly believe that we do need representation from all different 
geographical locations of our country. Even though we are all aboriginal peoples, our culture and 
languages differ slightly. Some of our teachings may also vary depending where we were raised. It would 
be so awesome to come together and listen to each other and learn other nation's teachings. 
I am always amazed at the wisdom of the Elders that I have been honored to meet and listen to, across 
this country of ours. 
 
The time has come for us to join together to help our people, especially our youth to grasp leadership with 
the knowledge of wisdom from the elders. The elders have this wisdom which has been brought down 
from many generations before the colonialism.  
 
We will succeed and forge ahead in humility with God's help. 
 
From Lucinda Keno, Chair Raymond Flett Memorial United Church 
Donna Kennedy has been a great asset to our congregation of Raymond Flett Memorial United Church. 
She brings a lot of experience and guidance to us that are just starting to be involved in the congregation 
business dynamics. Donna speaks our mother language Oji-Cree fluently as well as English which helps 
us to understand fully of information passed on to the Board of Directors. She also understands other 
aboriginal languages which are Saulteaux and Cree. She was born and raised in the Island Lake Area 
with her parents and grandparents. She has extensive experience serving as Board of Director or a 
committee member within The United Church of Canada as well as local organizations in Winnipeg. 
Donna has that confidence in public speaking in both languages of Oji-Cree and English and is able to 
write up reports in a professional manner. I believe that Donna will be a great asset to be a part of the 
National Indigenous Elders 
Council. 


