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From nominator: 

Leeann has been a source of encouragement, support, collaboration and wisdom to our community of 

faith over many years. She is a very good communicator and is skilled at working with others in a large 

group setting, as a participant in a circle, board member, or speaker. 

Our first significant time of working together was through her leadership of M'Wikwedong Native 

Cultural Resource Centre in Owen Sound when she initiated the Return of the Drums Pow Wow in 2001 

and welcomed us to partner. This led us more deeply into relationship and supported our early Talking 

Circles in the Grey Bruce area. 

She has helped us to make connections in the wider Indigenous community when we sought someone 

to help us translate "May peace prevail on earth" for our "Peace Pole" - as well as phrases for our 

offering of the Give Away. 

Leeann has served faithfully as a Wampum leader which brings together youth to learn about First 

Nations, residential school, and to discover ways to live in right relationship. 

I have also worked with Leeann as a member of the board of the Grey Bruce Community Legal Clinic for 

many years. She offers valuable insight and is skilled at writing and revising policy. 

Her faith is very important to her and she is humble, confident, and lives with integrity. 

Tell us about yourself. (e.g. skills, experience, and what gifts you would bring to the Organization.): 

I am Ojibwe from the Eagle clan. My birth mother was from Chippewas of Nawash and my birth father 

was from Saugeen First Nation. I was adopted at 4 by a non-Indigenous United Church minister and his 

wife - a United Church Missionary and teacher. I was raised in the United Church until my teens. I am a 

proud mother of 6, grandmother to 9, and great-grandmother to 4.  

I have learned to balance my Indigenous spirituality with my Pentecostal and United Church 

background. 

I possess 6 college diplomas: Nursing, Accounting, Business, Administration, Personal Support Worker, 

Social Service Worker, and Indigenous Drug and Alcohol Counseling, and I am currently registered with 

the College of Social Workers and Social Service Workers. 

I was a stay-at-home-mom until my youngest was 14, but have worked as the Executive Director of the 

Friendship Centre in Owen Sound (4 years), a mental health worker on Saugeen First Nation (10 years), 

and for the past 2 years have worked as a Jordan's Principle Navigator for the Independent First Nations 

(12 Independent First Nations in Ontario) in response to the order placed on the Government of Canada 

and the Provinces by the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal. 

I have spent the past 10 years or so traveling to various churches, schools, and organizations opening 

dialogue about Truth and Reconciliation -  what is should look like, what it means, what being 



Indigenous means through my lenses - so that others can understand Indigenous history and its impacts 

on a peoples, rather than just passing judgement without information. 

I have spent 5 years working with the Youth Development Coordinator with the summer youth 

programming at Neechi and Wampum as part of the planning and facilitation team. I also sit on the 

Board of Directors and will be leading this year’s Gibimishkaadimin Canoe Journey. 

My greatest gift the Creator has given me is that I serve as a bridge between the two worlds, Indigenous 

and non-Indigenous. Because of my birth I am Indigenous, because of my life I find comfort in the non-

Indigenous world. I have come to accept that not as a burden and a loss but as a gift and the path that 

the Creator chose for me. 

Please provide a statement verifying your commitment to serve: 

I am committed and excited at the possibilities to serve in this capacity. I agree to meet the 

requirements as laid out in the application documentation.   

 


