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Lorna has been part of our congregation for several years. She started coming to St James after the 

closing of Zion United Church (Regina). She is a teacher, spiritual leader, and a quiet but passionate 

presence in our congregation for reconciliation. She has lead services in traditional formats (circle, with 

smudging before hand) with teachings, and in the sanctuary (pews). She has spoken about her 

experiences as a residential school survivor, and also about her trip to Australia as part of the Canada-

Australia Reconciliation Dialogue.  

She also gave a four-week presentation this past winter on teachings that she has received, and her 

residential school experience combined with the resource "The Quest for Respect".  This was a repeat of 

the same series of talks that she gave at Knox Metropolitan the year before. These talks were well 

attended by both Indigenous and non-Indigenous people - during very cold weather. One woman, 

whose grandmother had been to residential school but who had never talked about it, was grateful for 

Lorna's stories; Lorna's stories enabled her, in some part, to connect with her grandmother. A class from 

the First Nations University attended one of the sessions. Those from the congregation who attended 

got to know Lorna in a new way through her life experiences, her great sense of humour, and her talents 

as both a storyteller and a lecturer.   

She has many contacts in Regina in Indigenous and non-Indigenous circles. She has connections to 

politicians in Federal and Provincial political parties and Chiefs. She has lots of energy and is always busy 

writing, visiting family and friends in hospital, answering invitations to be an Elder at many different 

events in Regina and area.   

She says that she is a living example of reconciliation in her life experience past and present. The more I 

get to know her, the more that I agree with that statement.   

 


