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Nominated by: Rev. Vernon Grieves Memorial United Church 

From nominator: 

Elenor has many gifts and through her life she has shown great courage and determination. She has a 

keen sense of fairness and justice and doesn't hesitate to speak up against injustice. 

In earlier years she took Business Skills Integrated and became the first Indigenous Bank Teller in 

Thompson, MB. She also served with the TD Bank in Winnipeg and moved up to the position of 'Head 

Cash'. Following her work with the bank she returned to university and graduated from Brandon 

University with Honors obtaining a Bachelor of Education. Her area of focus was Indigenous Language 

and Culture. 

From 1997 to 2015, Elenor taught with the Oxford House Board of Education. She taught many grade 

levels in both the elementary school and the high school. 

Elenor is presently training for ministry through the Sandy-Saulteaux Spiritual Center and the Vancouver 

School of Theology. She is serving part time at Gods Lake Narrows for her practicum and also assisting 

the church in Oxford House. 

Elenor's father was the first Indigenous United Church Minister in Oxford House and the church 

currently bears his name. Her mother was very traditional and so Elenor grew up learning much of both 

the traditional and Christian teachings. She learned much of traditional medicines from her mother and 

many come to her for help. 

Elenor has much to offer and would be a great representative from our area of northern Manitoba and 

northwestern Ontario.   

Tell us about yourself. (e.g. skills, experience, and what gifts you would bring to the Organization.): 

I am a person committed to healing in our community and in society. I have seen and experienced much 

oppression throughout my life and the devastating effects on the people. The oppression of the 

colonial/imperial way has wounded the people in all areas - social, political, economic, cultural, and 

spiritual. Oppression begets oppression, so now we are also victimized by our own people through 

lateral violence. 

I have learned much of the traditional ways of healing from my mother. She also taught me many stories 

in which our culture is cradled. My father taught me the Christian way of following Jesus - the way of 

Love. 

Having lived and worked in northern isolated communities most of my life, I understand the challenges 

and difficulties of daily living. 

Please provide a statement verifying your commitment to serve: 

I feel I have much to contribute to the National Indigenous Organization and I would do my best to 

represent the people and help bring healing and wholeness at all levels. 


